Crest Badge of a Member of Clan Hunter
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Hunter Origins
By Brian Hunter

There is a widely held theory that all Hunters are descended from William Venator (viz: a
Norman French Hunter) who came to South West Scotland from Normandy, fifty or so
years after the Norman conquest of England. A delightful story, which claims to have
been passed down generation by generation, tells of a chance encounter, in the first,
between William and David the first of Scotland and Northern England. It is said, the
King was so impressed by William’s hunting skills that he appointed him to be the Royal
Hunter, charged with the task of providing meat and game for the Scottish court, in
exchange for rights to the lands at Ardnel and the exclusive use of the Hunter surname
for William and his heirs.

Whether this is historically correct is open for debate. ~Compelling evidence, in an
ancient manuscript relating to the King’s Inquisition in 1116 mention WILLIEMO
VENATOR, who was the most likely progenitor of the ancestral line of Lairds of
Hunterston? Very little documentary evidence has survived from these early years, but
there is no doubt that over the decades, generations of the Hunter Clan, grew and
prospered. Traditionally the eldest male son succeeds his father to the title of Laird of
Hunterston, but there are some instances of daughters, occupying this role jointly with
their husbands. Whilst younger members of the family migrated and raised their own
cadet families. Initially these moves were just a short distance from Hunterston, into
South Ayrshire and the Border counties. ~Over time the distances increased, as the
number of families multiplied they moved inland into the expanding towns of the
lowlands and the burgeoning cities of Glasgow and Edinburgh and on into the coastal
ports of the East coast.

One of the most absorbing aspects of the study of Hunter genealogy is the areal
distribution of the Hunter family name. Surnames started to be adopted by the growing
population of Britain in the eleventh and twelfth century. Apart for some areas, like the
Highlands and Islands, where it was several centuries afterwards. Before that only
people of noble or high birth were privileged to use surnames. Early records show that
the use of the surname “Huntar” was in use in Ayrshire in the twelfth century. By the
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