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Clan Hunter
A history of a hunting dynasty

First named Venator “Latinized” —m- huntsman and in the Gaelic Clann an
T-Sealgair is a Scottish Family of Norman decent which has held its court at
Hunters'toun Ayrshire since ancient times: “nine hundred years to be exact”.
The Hunters arrived in Scotland at the close of the 11™ century and only at the
behest of David 1%; at this time many Norman / Flemish families sought leave
of the Sovereign to enter our country. Successful claimants were allocated
frontier postings; from such places of dominance territorial policing by martial
men assured the security of the realm and the guardianship of the indigenous
people named by Rome, “Caledonians”. These problems solved: were of
concern, and primary, in the thoughts of David. The Normans™ enjoyed an
elevated social status which gave them land and wealth they became our
feudal Lords, and eventually, rulers of the Kingdom.

The Western Isles
Lands once held by charter, and granted by the Monarchs of Scotland to the
expatrie de Normaundie included the Isles of Arran, Bute, and the Cumbraes.
In such untamed locations where wild game was abundant, an accomplished
Bowman could mark his craft. The early Hunters™ earned, and fully lived the
roll, of “Royal Foresters” and “Kings Gamekeepers’”.

The Royal Huntsman  LE CHASSEUR ROYAL
BT Fhs § Thls hereditary designation was first conferred on the
! Laird of Hunterston “Williemo Venator” William Hunter.

= Wiliemo Venator who was appointed by David 1% as his
<. Royal Huntsman in Scotland. This title has temporally
#' terminated in the present day successor of his line. Madam
s Pauline Hunter of Hunterston and of that ilk. Clan Chief and
30™. Laird “pictured left”. The Order of the Royal Huntsman
L' ORDRE DU CHASSEUR ROYAL was created in 1998 by
—— the Lady Laird to reward members of her Clan, for services
outstanding to the near-world wide association of “Clan Hunter”.

The Pele Tower
At sometime the during mid -13™ Century rein, of King
Alexander Il {1249 1286} he warned his landed -
liegemen against the construction of timber bailies, and
instead advised the building of stone houses. This gave
advent to the tall and usually four storied square Keeps
which are a common enough sight in Scotland to-day.
A fine example is of course Hunters'toun Castle. |
Correct dates for the building of the Pele tower are |mp053|ble to know
although we do understand that it was in existence before 1263, and the
Battle of Largs. Photograph supplied by Bill Hunter editor of the Hunters Tryst
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