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Dear Clans folk

It has been sometime since I wrote to you all and hope to find every Hunter in good heart.  I 
know you will join me in thanking all our Clan members who have attended Games over the 
last summer, for their support of our Clan and their enthusiasm and time and effort. It is very 
much appreciated.  Being a member of Clan Hunter should be a pleasure and interesting.  
Meeting up at Highland Games is a great way to re-affirm our interest in our Scottish heri-
tage, meet those with similar interest and have a good time.

Recently, the St. Andrew’s Society of Manchester have invited myself to be the First lady 
Chief Guest of the Society.  They are a very prestigious St. Andrews Society, which started 
in 1876.  It is a very great honour for myself as Clan Chief and for the Hunter Clan.  The 
dinner will be held on St. Andrew’s day, which is exceptional too.

Clan Gathering 2007    - 20th, 21st and 22nd July

Next year. 2007, is our International Gathering at Hunterston Castle.  It is also the celebration 
of the Hunters having been at Hunterston for 900 years  It is interesting to think back to the 
days when the first Hunter, Norman Venator arrived at Hunterston, which was then marsh 
and woodland and to look at the Hunters now, who live in many countries. I’m sure that they 
would be proud that we have grown in numbers and still value our ancestry.
The gathering will be held over the weekend of the 20th 21st and 22nd July and I hope that 
many of you will be able to make the journey.  We are fortunate amongst Clans not only to 
still have our original Clan lands but also our Clan Seat,Hunterston Castle.
I will be making this a special Gathering by presenting The Order of the Royal Huntsman 
to three individuals from all our Clan Associations.

Yours Aye

Madam Pauline Hunter of Hunterston and of that Ilk

Friday: Evening Buffet Supper 6.30pm then from 7.30 on Interactive stories around a campfire in front
of Hunterston Castle or in the Castle.                                 

Saturday:  9.30am Clan Officers meeting with the Clan Chief
10.30am presentation of “The Order of the Royal Huntsman” to three Clan 
Members.
Display and interaction with Living History.
Dinner in the Community Hall with entertainment by “Something Scottish”

Sunday:   Pipers & Dancers



What is happening at Hunterston

Those of you who have not visited Hunterston for some time will be amazed at the 
changes, the garden has never been so colourful for years

Yew tree 2001                                                              Yew Tree 2006                              

Most of the shrubs and plants were donated by Frank Hunter Murray and his wife 
Jan.     Angus, Mary and Ralston have done the planting and weeding.
The grass is manicured regulary by Ralston Ryder and Mary Ross with the help of 
the new motor mower purchased last year

T here is also a new Acer Tree planted by Peter Hunter in memory of his Brother  
and it is well established in the garden

A group of about 50 Norwegian Spruce have been felled and are being used in the 
construction of a Log Cabin in the region beyond the Yew
Tree, This is as far as it has grown but you will be kept up to date with its progress.



Inverness Highland Games 2007

The Inverness Highland Games are the best attended in the North of Scotland with 4000-
6000 enjoying a major traditional Highland event that has something for everybody.

The highlight of the day is of course the ever popular ‘Tossing of the Caber’. The 16 foot 
plus caber weighs more than a man and it is a feat of enormous skill as well s extraordinary 
strength to hurl the caber so that it turns over and lands in the required 12 o’clock position.  
However, for many athletes the most enjoyable event of the day is the ‘Great Putt of the 
Inverness Stone’ weighing some 10kg (22lbs), it is it’s awkward size and shape, rather than 
it’s weight that creates a light hearted finale to the day.  The rules dictate that all athletes 
taking part must wear the traditional kilt which, rather than a sporran, it is accompanied by 
a weight belt in the Inverness Games.

The Inverness Games has a tradition of trying to include something new every year and this there was Pip-
ing Competitions, Dancing Competitions, Cycling Competitions, a Highland Craft Fair, a Children’s Fun 
Fair, Tug-of-War, and a Massed Pipe Band.  This year there was an aerobatic Display.

Thanks to the Piping Competition there was music throughout the day.  In addition to the pipes, the Pipe 
Band responsible for making the arrival of the Provost of Inverness (who acts as Chieftain of the Games) 
played throughout the afternoon.

Then there is the Clan Village which houses around about 35 Clans and stands promoting various organiza-
tions.

Clan Hunter were represented this year by Janet (Membership Secretary) and Bill (Council Member) we 
were quite busy with questions and had a varied amount of Hunters from abroad, Germany, New Zealand, 
Spain, U.S.A , Holland and one fro U.K. below is a picture of Josiah Hunter Jnr. (Clan HunterU.S.A.) and 
his wife Marcelle (who is connected to Clan Chisholm)

The 2007 Inverness Highland Games will be a 10 day Festival including a Highland Tattoo and the gath-
ering will end with the European Pipe Band Championships on Saturday 28th July 2007. This competi-
tion usually attracts around 160 plus bands.



Doors Open Day
3rd September 2006

Report By Robert Hunter,0.R.H. S.B.

As I see it, this doors open day has become such an event that it has the potential of becoming the biggest day 
in our events calendar next to our Clan Gathering.

From early hours Angus, Ralston and members of Hunterston Rotary were busy pitching tents making ready 
for the Craft people from West Kilbride to bring their wares.  This was a new venture organised by Angus and 
Maggie Broadley (Craft & Design  Development Officer– West Kilbride)
West Kilbride is now recognised as Craft Town .

By the time I arrived around 10am, the small band of Clan Association Members who gave their whole day to 
helping with the crowd control were already placing themselves in appropriate positions. Me, traffic control 
(The Car Park) not to bad really because from a distance, I could view all the out-of-doors activities and there 
was plenty of that.

Firstly there was the big noise, I'm talking of the Pipe Band the ladies and gents of “Crocodile Rock” That is 
Millport in case you did not know. These boys and girls worked for their corn I can tell you.  Entertainment 
was first class, especially at one point in the day, when three of the pipers who have the skill of the playing of 
the small pipes.  These men presented themselves in the Grand Hall, and filled that old Castle with the most 
haunting, and romantic music, that only the people of the Celtic Race can produce.
Then there were the dancers, the girls of the Rose Arnott School of Highland Dance.  They made the party 
swing, “excuse the pun but it is true”.  The girls danced the day away to the pure delight of the visitors (270 in 
total).  Speaking of visitors, we had Clansmen and Ladies who came from far afield to make this a day to re-
member, there were the “Hunters of Preston” that is Ian and Elsie, also Duncan and Jean four hundred miles 
they travelled in a day just to get to Hunterston.  There were new faces too, Michael Guest and Teresa all the 
way from Kent to celebrate with their Clans folk.  For all of them their love of Hunterston and Scotland makes 
the miles a necessary chore.

What was going on inside the Castle? Pandemonium! People were roaming from one room to another. Ques-
tions were being asked, ten to the dozen, it was busy but it was good because everybody was genuinely inter-
ested in what was on display and the History.

With the restrictions regarding access to the Castle we have to curtail the amount entering and only  allow 10  
at a time, also we did not have all of the Castle open.

Pamela Moon with her usual charming and positive approach to the job put in a hard shift and I can say that 
for the rest of the ladies, Janet (Clan Secretary) along with Pamela controlled the “Dining Room and Grand 
Hall” while Ellen was busy at the door keeping check on the numbers and controlling the entry. Mary the 
keeper of the keys seemeed to be just everywhere.

Bill Hunter was in the basement where the tour begins and did not miss a trick, he managed to acquire three 
new Members (He is not on commission).

The Clan Officer, Billy Hunter,  is the man at the centre of entertainment, without Billy there would be no mu-
sic and no dancing.  The Clan Officers contribution to the Clan Hunter Association can be measured against 
the fun and enjoyment that he creates for us through his music.



Craft & Design Exhibition
Open Day 3rd Sept.2006  

There was also a Hog Roast Stand  manned by Shaun Middleton and a stall selling lovely 
strawberries and marshmallows covered with chocolate from a fountain manned by John 
Dunbar I think they both were kept busy




















