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Dear Clan Members

Hunterston is looking particularly fine this year and with the Walled Garden coming into flower
following several years of very hard work and planning by my cousin Ralston Ryder. He has
completely redesigned the main flowerbeds up the central aisle to the statue of Ardneil Hunter
the 10th Laird.

Hunterston and the walled garden will be looking their very best this summer for our Gathering
to celebrate 900 years of the Hunter Clan having their seat at Hunterston.

| am looking forward to having you to the Gathering and hope for an excellent turnout of U.K.
Clan Members this year. Our Saturday evening Dinner will be once again at the Masonic Hall
which has along association with the Hunters of Hunterston.

To those of you who are attending Highland Games, | wish you fair weather and many visitors.
It is through these events that we can celebrate our ancestry and heritage and keep it aive.

Y ours aye,
Madam Pauline
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The Battle of Rosslyn Glen
Written by
Chevalier John Ritchie KTpl
19 April 1999
Chapter 3

Abemethy whose knowledge of the terram
was second o none bemng his ecclesiastical
see, guided the troops during the night of the
23rd. / 24th. Of February across the difficult
terrain to the area of the valley of the north
Esk niver between Penicuick and the village
of Rosslyn.

Three thousand troops under the command of
Sir John Comyn went into hiding m the
woods on the west bank of the river Esk . The
remaming five thousand crossed the river and
circled to the south east commanded by
Sir Symon Fraser but, guided by the knowl-
edgeable Prior . They formed a large crescent
battle formation behind the English encamp-
ment of Sir John Seagrave on the high ground
east of the nver. Gradually nghtening the
crescent as they crept stealthily forward on
the sleeping encampment the early moming
was dark and cloudy so the Scots soldiers
were able to contamn the element of surprise,
without bemg challenged until the very last
moment the Scots fell upon the sleeping Eng-
lish soldiers, with such ferocity that many
were killed in their sleep .In the confusion of
the attack some soldiers tried to escape mto
the forest towards the southwest , the flat area
or haugh below the present castle only to be
confronted by the by the second force that
had Jaid an ambush.

The English losses were so great and so sud-
den that Seagrave soon reahsed further resis-
tance would result m total annshilation of his
soldiers and he surrendered himself and the
survivors of his mangled force to Sir William
Wallace and pleaded for quarter, the remam-
ing English soldiers followed their command-
ers orders and laid down their weapons They
sustained severe casualties many of the
wounded died before dawn broke . This was
how the first phase of the battle was won by
the Scots at very little cost to themselves in

this true story was gifted to, and presented © the
Hunters Tryst by Ferguis Caerfre

the form of fatalities or wounded .

The few Scots that were wounded were tended
by the women of the Sinclair's of Rosslyn in the
grounds of the castle , which was where the pre-
sent chapel now stands . The castle also provided
a hasty meal, before the victorious soldiers took
up their second posttions to the northwest of
Rosslyn.

On the advice of Sir Wilham Wallace they
formed a line of battle on the summnt of the
Langhill They did not have long to wait, the
second Enghsh force under the command of
Ralph de Confrey was seen to approach from the
direction of the Ramsay's castle of Dalhousie
where they had abandoned their siege. Having
virtually no knowledge of the area or terramn.
The English army charged up the Langhill to be
met by volley's of arrows from Scottish archers,
which broke the charge and threw the English
force into total confusion, resulting in the charg-
mg English soldiers wheeling towards the
north , not realising that they were heading io-
wards a steep ravine with a bum at it's foot .
Because of the force of the weight of their own
troops In retreat, it caused a juggernaut effect .
Most of the force plunged down the ravine to
their deaths . The Scots pike and archers drove
them like sheep to their deaths .Others continued
1o fall or be pushed over the precipice on top of
the troops and horses that hald already fallen |
resulting m the bum being choked with dead and
dying soldiers .

Heavy cavalry horses, soldiers with weapons ,
and equipment became a deadly entangled mass.
Ralph de Comfrey the commander of the force
died with his men at the bottom of the ravine .
The camage was so terrible that very few sur-
vived this overwhelming defeat . The Scots hear-
ing of the approach of the third section of the
Enghish force killed most of their English cap-
fives from the second encounter 1 stop them
joming the third force. Chivalry was abandoned
m favour of expediency .

To be continued
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